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Goodyear Ski Club 

SKI NEWS 
March 2022 

 

Officer Reports 

President ~ Rick Beagle 

Hello, members! At the March meeting we will be taking nominations 

for president. I have been the president for the last four years; it is 

time for someone else to lead our club. 

Goodyear Ski Club has an opportunity to run a concession stand during 

Cleveland Guardians baseball games at Progressive Field. It would be 

a 12-game commitment with 10 to 15 workers. Cleveland Sportservice 

would make a donation to GSC with 25% going to the club and 75% 

going to workers to be used towards a ski trip. But it would be a long 

day on your feet in addition to driving there and paying for parking. If 

anyone is interested let me know. 

Officer Elections 

Article A5.1 of the Goodyear Ski Club Constitution stipulates that 

“Officer positions are held for a two-year term. The President, 

Secretary, and Officer in Charge of Trips will be elected in even years. 

The Vice President, Treasurer, and Officer in Charge of Marketing/Club 

Promotion will be elected in odd years.” 

At our March 2022 meeting we will open nominations for the following 

officer positions for the term of 2022–2024: 

• President 

• Secretary 

• Officer in Charge of Trips 

Snowsports Bulletins 

• FIS Cancels All Remaining 2021-22 Season Events in Russia 

(snowindustrynews.com) 

• Russian and Belarusian Athletes not to take part in FIS Competitions 

(fis-ski.com) 

• Alterra Mountain Company Announces Largest Single Year Investment 

Of $344 Million For Capital Improvements (snowindustrynews.com) 

• Big Sky Announces New Tram to Lone Peak Summit, New Gondola 

Replacing Explorer Chair (snowindustrynews.com) 

• Japanese Ski Area Closes Chairlift Because It Snowed Too Much - 

SnowBrains 
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Yield to Beer Pressure 

Hop onto the Board! 
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https://snowbrains.com/japanese-ski-area-closes-chairlift-because-it-snowed-too-much/
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Upcoming Events 

GSC Business Meeting – Tuesday, March 15 at 7:30 PM 

Butcher & Sprout, 1846 Front Street, Cuyahoga Falls. Officer meeting 

is at 6:30 PM; general meeting is at 7:30 PM. Come early for dinner. 

We will open nominations for President, Secretary, and Officer in 

Charge of Trips. 

Green Jewel Challenge – January 1 through May 31 

Hike or run in the CVNP and Metro Parks. You must be registered to 

participate (cost is $50 per person). See page 5 for more information. 

GSC Election Meeting – Tuesday, April 12 at 7:30 PM 

Butcher & Sprout, 1846 Front Street, Cuyahoga Falls. Officer meeting 

is at 6:30 PM; general meeting is at 7:30 PM. Come early for dinner. 

We will accept nominations and then vote for President, Secretary, 

and Officer in Charge of Trips. 

 

March Birthdays 

02 Mary Beth Grether 

03 Eric Young 

04 Jim Hart 

13 Dave Stewart 

17 Patrick Gipson 

21 Rob Winston 

23 Mike Neag 
 

Happy Vernal Equinox, Earthlings! 

The Vernal Equinox signals the first day of spring for 

those of us in the Northern Hemisphere. During the 

equinox, the sun shines directly on the equator. It will 

occur on Sunday, March 20, 2022, at 11:33 AM EDT. 

Does the Vernal Equinox always occur on March 20? 

The Vernal Equinox can happen on March 19, 20, or 21. 

There is no March 21 equinox in mainland US in the 21st century. (The last time the equinox occurred on 

March 21 was 1979.) Between 2020 and 2048, March 19 equinoxes will happen every leap year in the 

United States. In the same period, the non-leap years will see a March 20 equinox. In 2020, the March 

equinox fell on March 19 in all US time zones, making it the earliest spring equinox since 1896. 

So why does the date keep changing? 

According to The Farmers' Almanac, there are several factors that can affect the date of spring's arrival: 

the number of days in a year, time zone differences, a change in orientation in the Earth's elliptical orbit, 

and the pull of gravity from the other planets. According to NASA, it takes slightly less than 365.25 days 

for Earth to complete one revolution around the sun, but this figure varies from year to year. Adjustments 

to the calendar—in the form of leap years—were built in to compensate for these variations. 

The equinox occurs nearly six hours later in the day every year, but in leap years, the date gets shifted. 

Leap years must be divisible by four, but there are additional conditions to keep the calendar synced with 

the solar year. If the year is also evenly divisible by 100, it is not a leap year—the years 1800, 1900 and 

2100, for instance. But, if the year is also evenly divisible by 400, it is then designated as a leap year. In 

the year 2000, this third special exception was invoked, and that year had 366 days. The addition of that 

extra day in 2000 meant that astronomical spring was very slowly occurring earlier and earlier. 

https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/seasons.html  

https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/seasons.html


3 

Vice President’s Report ~ Mike Neag 

Happy March from the Goodyear Ski Club! 

Winter continues here in the Rubber Village (see what I did there? Yep, a play on Vail Village) but without 

the two-hour lift lines. As you no doubt heard, Punxsutawney Phil and his friends at Gobbler’s Knob in PA 

saw his shadow waaay back on February 2, so winter would last six more weeks. By my reckoning, we’re 

almost through the first four weeks, so a little over two weeks to go. So far, Phil’s been spot on—we’ve 

had a snow apocalypse, a wind and snow apocalypse, and then a rain and ice apocalypse. Good news 

though, the NWS is forecasting warming temperatures for early to mid-March. Ready for that for sure. 

GSC’s Zermatt trip has come and gone, and it looks like it was a good time. You can find Mary Beth 

Grether’s report on page 6. Speaking of trips, our second trip, the one to Mammoth Mountain in California, 

will set off on March 5. Unlike most of the Rocky Mountain areas, the Sierra Nevada have been slammed 

this winter. The base depths at Mammoth Mountain as of February 27: Main Lodge 68", McCoy Station 

85", The Summit 130". While those snows will make for great skiing, the continuing cold and snow here at 

home makes our hiking initiative (Green Jewel Challenge) nearly impossible. I tried to run in the CVNP a 

few days ago and it was futile…ice, snow, treachery. But the challenge lasts through May, so we’ll have 

plenty of time to get out there. When the weather clears, I’ll post a couple of dates…probably bi-weekly 

for GSC meet-ups and group hikes around the parks. Maybe one of those (Tim?) will be a flower hike. 

A few days ago, we held our third GSC Pickleball event, and as with the first two, we had a grand time. 

There were 26 playing, laughing, and enjoying some fine “finger foods” at this session. Interest remains 

high, so I’ll schedule another event for late April or early May. Until then, you gotta keep moving and 

maybe feel better! 

From the Office of Fun! 
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Green Jewel Challenge 

If you’d like to join in and enjoy the best of our parks, follow the instructions below. 

1) Open the Green Jewel Challenge link (ctrl click or cmd click (I think) for Apple): 

https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Hudson/GreenJewelChallenge?rsus=100-200-0b2d3828-b758-45ff-8c4f-

280aa11f9c6d 

2) Navigate to “Groups/Teams” in upper right corner (see the 

orange rectangle in the screen shot at right) and click on the tab; 

it will open to an alphabetized listing of all participating groups  

3) Scroll down to the GSC link and click on “Join” (orange box). 

4) You’ll be given the option to sign up as “Hike” or Run” 

Although Western Reserve Racing’s 22 routes cover well over 

100 miles (go for it!!!) the alternative “GSC Challenge” is for 

GSC members to complete at least 100 km (about 62 miles) 

before May 31. So who’s up for the challenge? C’mon…let’s go! 

*https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/fulfillment-any-

age/201102/get-out-and-walk-your-brain-will-thank-you 

*https://www.outsideonline.com › health › wellness › daily-

movement-benefits-practice-groundednes 

  

Find 

the 

Four 

Leaf 

Clover 

https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Hudson/GreenJewelChallenge?rsus=100-200-0b2d3828-b758-45ff-8c4f-280aa11f9c6d
https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Hudson/GreenJewelChallenge?rsus=100-200-0b2d3828-b758-45ff-8c4f-280aa11f9c6d
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/fulfillment-any-age/201102/get-out-and-walk-your-brain-will-thank-you
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/fulfillment-any-age/201102/get-out-and-walk-your-brain-will-thank-you
https://www.outsideonline.com/health/wellness/daily-movement-benefits-practice-groundedness-stulberg/
https://www.outsideonline.com/health/wellness/daily-movement-benefits-practice-groundedness-stulberg/
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Zermatt Utah 2022 ~ Mary Beth Grether 

It was a full flight on Sunday, and everyone got close and personal. They announced, “if you brought 

alcohol on the plane, you cannot open it.” I guess they were talking about those little bottles. After 

touching down and getting our luggage, we did a grocery stop for drinks (big bottles) and snacks. We 

checked into our rooms, and everyone walked the 1½ miles to their room for their lift tickets and 

breakfast tickets. Okay, not 1½ miles, but we—Wises & Grethers—were in a condo in a separate area. 

There were two other clubs at Zermatt, with GSC being the smallest group. Being small was to our benefit 

when it came to the shuttle system. We were forewarned that the shuttle system at the resort left a lot to 

be desired. We had specifically scheduled shuttle times to and from the mountain. But some people would 

want to return early, so there would not be enough room on the shuttle. They seemed to work through 

some of the issues and had a process for getting on one of the other club’s scheduled times. It seemed to 

work out for our smaller group. Judy & Warren Ripple and Brad & Amy Bowers drove themselves, which 

left 13 people for the 14 passenger shuttles. 

  

  
 

It was a short trip, but we had something planned every night. Since we got in later on Sunday, we had 

our welcome party Monday night. There was a first. GSC left food on the table.  
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Zermatt is positioned between the three ski resorts that we skied. Other clubs that stayed longer 

chartered a bus to go to Alta, Snowbird and Brighton. We stuck with Deer Valley, Park City and Sundance. 

Most skied Sundance on Tuesday. After tweaking my knee on the second run on Monday at Park City, I did 

not ski Sundance. I never should have followed the guys down an icy mogul run that went on and on. I 

took photos of Diana Kunze and Miekeleen Hart making silver jewelry at the Sundance Art Studio. Diana 

made a Tiger Eye ring and Miek a bracelet. From what I heard, since I didn’t ski, the grooming was 

perfect. Many mentioned they would go back to Sundance. I was disappointed that we were scheduled to 

leave Sundance before the Owl Bar was opened. Robert Redford had the restored 1890s bar moved from 

Thermopolis, Wyoming to Sundance. The original Rosewood Bar was once frequented by Butch Cassidy’s 

Hole in the Wall Gang. But I have photos from my previous trip. Although Robert Redford sold the place a 

few years ago, there were many photos from his films. 

   

   

Usually where we go, it is either an IKON pass resort or an EPIC pass resort. The nice thing about the 

Zermatt trip, you could stay at one location if you had the IKON or EPIC pass or buy a 1-day or 2-day 

pass and ski multiple locations. Judy & Warren Ripple had EPIC passes and skied at Park City. Pat Gipson 

and Dave Pilot had IKON and skied at Deer Valley. Betty & Les Wise stayed at Park City which had a good 

deal for senior skiers. Did I just call you “old”? Brad & Amy Bowers had both IKON and EPIC and a car, so 

they basically skied wherever and whenever they wanted. The rest of us skied Park City Monday, 

Sundance Tuesday, and Deer Valley Wednesday and Thursday. In my opinion, the conditions were slightly 

better at Deer Valley. but it was very cold those days. We went in for hot chocolate while Gerhard Kunze 

opted for a Czech Pilsner. Luckily the sun came out by noon and warmed us up…slightly. Did I mention I 

lost my boot warmer battery the first day on that mogul run and could only keep one boot warm?  

S 

u 

n 

d 

a 

n 

c 

e 
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Tuesday night we had our group dinner at The Back 40, where we were in a yurt type room. The trout 

special was delicious, but they ran out. Sorry, Les Wise and Miekeleen Hart. The surf and turf looked just 

as good. Since I went on the FAM (familiarization) trip and brought the club back, the Heber Valley 

Tourism office picked up some of the cost of the dinner. It was a fun evening. 
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Miekeleen Hart and Diana Kunze did not ski but they snowshoed Monday and Wednesday. Wednesday 

evening all of us were scheduled for the crater soak. The best way to describe it was going into a big 

geode with natural warm water heated by a vein deep down. Speaking of deep down, we had the crater to 

ourselves until a college scuba dive class showed up. It was kind of unnerving floating on top with life 

vests while divers were below. We dried off and put clothes overtop our suits and jumped into the shuttle 

to drive us back across the road. 

   

   

Thursday night many of the group went to the ice castles made from 25,000 tons of ice. Yes, it was cold. 

Rob Winston went with his daughter, Ashley, a few days earlier. They forewarned us to wear warm shoes 

or boots. You walked on crushed ice and your feet sank. Kind of like walking on a soft sandy beach, but 

instead of sand it was ice getting stuck in the crevices of your shoes making your feet even colder. They 

had hot chocolate, ice slides and sleigh rides. They even had Elsa from Frozen in a princess costume. A 

very sheer princess costume with slippers. You could not pay me to do that. OH! They don’t pay them. 

They are all volunteers. I don’t think any of us opted for the two ice slides, but the young kids seemed to 

really enjoy them. Once we returned to the resort, most people opted to eat at Z Chop Haus. 
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Besides me tweaking my knee on that Volkswagen-sized mogul hill, the only other casualty was Pat 

Gipson’s old ski boots which both blew out the first day. 
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Lindsey and Holly from the resort were great and handled all our scheduling needs. If we went through 

them, we got the right answer. They knew what ski groups expected. The lodging had a European flare to 

the pictures, furniture, statues, décor and often the dinner options. They had an indoor/outdoor pool 

where I saw Dave Pilot swimming both sides, indoor and outdoor. The indoor hot tub had a rock wall with 

a waterfall. The outdoor hot tub was under repair. The resort had the standard spa, sauna and fitness 

center. Our stay at Zermatt included a buffet breakfast which was really tasty. Eggs, bacon, sausage, 

potatoes, pancakes or waffles, a variety of oatmeal, yogurts, protein drinks and Starbuck’s coffee. 

   

Miekeleen Hart got everyone checked in for the return flight, then it all went downhill. You all remember 

the storm that came through. Akron got pounded. Cleveland Airport had closed. Our plane did not make it 

to Salt Lake City, so they canceled our first leg. This is why we recommend trip insurance. I will write a 

separate article about those benefits later on. Rob Winston and Norbert Majerus scheduled their own 

transportation to the airport and arranged a different flight. Two less people for Mary Beth to worry about. 

  

Dave Pilot had an earlier flight out, and Ripples and Bowers had their own cars. So, I only had to get 

arrangements for ten. As we drove from the resort to the airport, I was getting new flights for the ten. 

Five on one flight and five on the other. Don’t ask me why the airline thought it would be okay to put Jim 

Hart on one and Miekeleen Hart on another. They just split the list in half. After we got that straightened 

out, four made their flight, and the other six found out they were on standby and not an actual seat.  



13 

Jim and Miek, having insurance, scheduled another flight. That 

leaves four stranded at the airport. Rick Beagle opted to wait it out 

at the airport, while Grethers and Pat Gipson utilized their travel 

insurance to get a hotel room. The four of us made it back to 

Cleveland on Saturday. Although Randy and I had insurance and 

could have tried to get on another carrier’s flight, we spent the night 

in Salt Lake City. My brother lives 15 minutes from the airport. He 

and my sister-in-law picked us up, and we treated them to an 

anniversary dinner. We had too many things going on at Zermatt for 

them to come visit during the week. 

I am waiting on final numbers, but since the trip did not go full, we 

still had to pay for a set number of rooms and full price for 

Sundance lift tickets since we did not meet the group minimum. This 

trip will have an overall loss. We sign contracts in May/June. If you 

cancel two weeks later, you lose money. Organizations (airlines, 

lodging, tour operators) are trying to recuperate from the pandemic 

and have stricter cancellation policies. See my article in April’s 

newsletter for the final numbers. 

Thanks, Norbert Majerus, for taking pictures. 

  

   

Mary Beth Grether 
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Goodyear Ski Club Membership Application – Valid through September 2022 

  New Member (Referred by)              

Name              Birthday MM/DD    

Email Address                 

Home Phone      Cell       Work      

Adult              Birthday MM/DD    

Email Address                 

Home Phone      Cell       Work      

Child              Birthday MM/DD    

Child              Birthday MM/DD    

Child              Birthday MM/DD    

Child              Birthday MM/DD    

Mailing Address                 

City         State    Zip Code    -     

Fees (please circle amounts) ________ Optional Nametag (cost $5.00 each) 

____________________________________________ 
Print exactly what you want your nametag to read. 
Include nametag payment with application. 

Make check payable to Goodyear Ski Club. 
Send check and completed application to: 

Goodyear Ski Club, Inc. 
3465 S. Arlington Rd, Ste. E #178 
Akron, OH 44312 

Single Adult $20.00 

Couple (same address) $30.00 

Family (single plus dependents) $25.00 

Family (couple plus dependents) $35.00 

Total Enclosed: _____________ 

By signing below and/or accepting any membership benefit, and/or by participating in any Club activity, applicant 
releases the Goodyear Ski Club, Inc. (Club), its officers, board members, chairpersons, and members from any and all 
liability or claim, including theft, property loss, accidents, death of or injury to themselves, family members, or guests, 
arising from participation in any Club activity, whether resulting from negligence or otherwise. I am also gifting a portion 
of my dues (eligible reimbursements divided by number of members) to Club officers and supplemental positions. 

Signature(s)              Date      

Signature(s)              Date      

If under 18, parent(s) or guardian(s) must sign 

In addition to my name, GSC has my permission to include items listed in this box in the member directory. 

(Cross off any items to exclude.) Mailing Address — Home/Work/Cell Phone — Email — Birthday 
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Goodyear Ski Club Calendar of Events 

 

March 2022 

     

03/15 Tue   7:30 PM GSC Business Meeting Butcher & Sprout, Cuyahoga Falls 

     

     

April 2022 

     

04/12 Tue   7:30 PM GSC Election Meeting Butcher & Sprout, Cuyahoga Falls 

     

     

May 2022 

     

05/10 Tue   7:30 PM GSC Business Meeting Butcher & Sprout, Cuyahoga Falls 

     

 

 

 

Goodyear Ski Club Contact Information 

Club Website: www.GoodyearSkiClub.org 

 

Office Name Email Phone 

President Rick Beagle presidentGSCI@gmail.com 330-607-3227 

Vice President Mike Neag vicepresGSCI@gmail.com 330-888-9050 

Secretary Betty Wise secretaryGSCI@gmail.com 330-644-2852 

Treasurer Eric Young treasurerGSCI@gmail.com 330-923-6800 

Trip Officer Mary Beth Grether tripchairGSCI@gmail.com 330-922-0650 

Marketing Officer Kathy Neag marketingGSC16@gmail.com 330-807-7161 

Newsletter Editor Suzanne Nappi nleditorGSCI@gmail.com 330-814-0856 

Web Master Dave Collura webmstrGSCI@gmail.com 330-322-8762 

    
 

http://www.goodyearskiclub.org/

